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April 5, 2016 
 

Shana Adams 
Contact: 919-560-2718 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ADF PARTNERS WITH DURHAM ARTS COUNCIL’S CAPS PROGRAM TO OFFER 
 ADF PROJECT DANCE WORKSHOPS  

DURHAM, NC – American Dance Festival (ADF) and Durham Arts Council’s Creative Arts in Public & 
Private Schools (CAPS) program partner to present workshops to schools and community groups 

through ADF Project Dance. Workshops feature Gaspard Louis (dancer/choreographer) and Osei 
Appiagyei (master drummer) and are available to schools (K-12), colleges, after-school and youth 
service programs, seniors, and area businesses. The 60-minute workshop incorporates movement 
and music and can be adapted to accommodate diverse participants. Workshop cost is $187.50. The 
ADF Project Dance/CAPS workshop can be requested online at 
https://durhamartscouncilcaps.com/schools/request-an-artist/. For more information, please 
contact Shana Adams, Director of Creative Arts in Public/Private Schools (CAPS) at (919) 560-2718. 
www.durhamartscouncilcaps.com  

Gaspard Louis (Dancer/Choreographer) was born and raised in Haiti. His performance experience 

includes touring with the cutting-edge and internationally-renowned Pilobolus Dance Theater. In 

addition to performing, touring, and teaching globally with Pilobolus, he collaborated on nine major 

dance works during this formative decade with the company. He has also choreographed for 

Freespace Dance Company in New Jersey and Kentucky University Dance Ensemble. He is the 

founder and Artistic Director of Gaspard&Dancers and currently directs the American Dance 

Festival’s year-round creative movement outreach program, ADF Project Dance, which provides free 

dance classes to Triangle-area youth. 

Kwabena Osei Appiagyei (Master Drummer) was born and raised in a family of traditional musicians 

in Ghana, West Africa. Being surrounded by the rhythms and instruments used in ancestral music 

during his youth moved Osei to follow in his family’s footsteps. For the past 13 years, Osei has served 

as a master musician and educator for the Ghana Dance Ensemble at the University of Ghana-Legon. 

Through his work with companies in Ghana, Osei has toured all over Africa, Europe, and Asia. In 1996 
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he relocated to Durham, North Carolina to join Chuck Davis’ locally based African-American Dance 

Ensemble. While with AADE, Osei has traveled extensively throughout the United States and parts of 

Africa acting in the capacity of master drummer and African culture specialist. 

ADF Project Dance 
ADF Project Dance developed in 1998 in collaboration with the Durham Parks and Recreation 
Department. ADF Project Dance is an outreach program designed to expose the Triangle community 
to dance. Over the years, ADF Project Dance has worked with community partners such as public 
school systems, senior centers, children’s museums, Duke Hospital, community centers, as well as 
the Durham Parks and Recreation Department. ADF Project Dance provides master classes with 
professional teaching artists and guest performers as well as opportunities to attend live dress 
rehearsals and performances. 

Valuing the importance of community and education, ADF continues to dedicate time and resources 
to providing youth the opportunity to explore their full potential through dance. In 2015, ADF’s 
outreach initiatives encouraged over 3,300 youth to take advantage of the many lifelong benefits a 
dance education has to offer. http://www.americandancefestival.org/community/adf-project-
dance/  

Durham Arts Council’s - Creative Arts in Public & Private Schools (CAPS) 

Primarily a partnership between Durham Arts Council and Durham Public Schools, this 44-year 
program places professional artists in public and private classrooms throughout Durham, Granville, 
Person, Chatham, and Orange counties to provide creative and interactive residencies that teach 
core subjects (math, science, writing, social studies), character education and a variety of life skills 
through the arts. CAPS impacts the lives of over 20,000 students each year. 

Durham Arts Council, Inc.  

Durham Arts Council, Inc. promotes excellence in and access to the creation, experience and active 
support of the arts for all the people of our community.   

American Dance Festival (ADF) 

ADF’s programs are developed based on its mission: to encourage and support the creation and 

presentation of new modern dance work by both established and emerging choreographers, to 

preserve our modern dance heritage through continued presentation of classic works as well as 

through archival efforts, to build wider national and international audiences for modern dance, to 

enhance public understanding and appreciation of the art form and its cultural and historical 

significance, to provide a sound scientific and aesthetic base for professional education and training 

of young dancers, and to maintain a forum for integrating and disseminating information on dance 

education. 

 

 

http://www.americandancefestival.org/community/adf-project-dance/
http://www.americandancefestival.org/community/adf-project-dance/

