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STORIES COME TO LIFE! STORYTELLING WORKSHOP EXPANDS TO 
SERVE THREE DURHAM MIDDLE SCHOOLS 

 
 

DURHAM, N.C. – “Stories Come to Life,” a grant-funded language arts workshop, will expand this year 
to reach more than 600 Durham students at Neal, Lowe’s Grove and James E. Shepard middle schools. 
Organized by the Durham Arts Council, this interactive program is designed to help underperforming 
students improve their writing, reading and communication skills through storytelling. 
 
In the residency, students learn how to put experiences from their own lives into writing. The stories can 
be tragic, joyous or anything in between, so long as they’re true. Students are coached along the way by 
Emmy© award-winning journalist and actress, Anita Woodley. To get them to open up and find their 
own voice, Woodley leads by example, slipping into characters from her auto-biographical theater 
productions and sharing vivid stories from her own life. 
 
“She creates an environment that nurtures students and encourages them to write about things that matter 
to them. I’ve seen some of the toughest kids light up, sharing things that they wouldn’t share with anyone 
else normally,” said Ms. Jennifer Curry, former English Language Arts Director and Teacher of Lowe’s 
Grove.  
 
At the end of the program, which runs from March to early May, the students’ collected stories are 
published in a book. Each student receives a personal copy, and schools receive copies for their libraries. 
The 500 student’s stories are set to be published in 26 booklets later this month and in early June..  
 
Since 2014, “Stories Come to Life” has been empowering 6th grade students at Neal Middle School. This 
includes students who read 50% below grade level. In 2017, sixth grade benchmark testing revealed that 
the students have improved, raising scores above 50% at Neal. Michael Fuga, principal of Neal Middle 
School, commented that “‘Stories Come to Life’ is a great thing for our kids. We welcome the program 
back every year.” 
 
The organizers are excited to now expand the program to Lowe’s Grove and Shepard. 
 
A Rapid Book Signing & award ceremony will take place at each school for all sixth grade students. 
Every 15 minutes, Woodley will switch classrooms until books and awards are distributed to students at 
Lowe’s Grove and Neal. At Shepard, students will assemble in the auditorium for the book signing. 
 



● Neal Magnet Middle School, Title 1 School  
○ Wednesday, June 7th  
○ 8:00am to 12:15pm 
○ 201 Baptist Rd, Durham, NC 27704,  Phone: (919) 560-3955 

 
● James E. Shepard Magnet IB Middle School  (Title 1 School)  

○ Friday, June 9th 
○ 8:45am to 10:50am 
○ 2401 Dakota St, Durham, NC 27707,  Phone: (919) 560-3938 

“Stories Come to Life” is part of the Creative Arts in Public & Private Schools (CAPS) initiative from 
the Durham Arts Council. CAPS provides an easy and effective way for educators to integrate the arts 
into their classrooms. Primarily a partnership between the Durham Arts Council and Durham Public 
Schools, this 44-year old program places professional artists in public and private classrooms throughout 
Durham, Granville, and Orange counties to provide creative and interactive residencies that teach core 
subjects (math, science, writing, social studies), character education and a variety of life skills through 
the arts. CAPS impacts the lives of more than 20,000 students every year. 
 
The Durham Arts Council appreciates Duke Doing Good in the Neighborhood, Durham Merchants 
Association Charitable Foundation, DAC Annual Arts Fund and Durham Public Schools for their 
support. 
 
For more information about the program, please contact Shana Adams, Director of Creative Arts in 
Public/Private Schools (CAPS) at (919) 560-2718. www.durhamartscouncilcaps.com 
 
To learn more about Anita Woodley’s K-12 work, visit www.AnitaWoodley.com  

 
Durham Arts Council, Inc. 
Durham Arts Council, Inc. promotes excellence in and access to the creation, experience and active 
support of the arts for all the people of our community. 
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