
 

 

 

 

Program Title:  Page and Stage: Poetry and 

Spokenword 
Teaching Artist Name: Dasan Ahanu 

Grade Level: Grade 9-

12 
Maximum Student Participants: 20-25 Length of Program: 

Total Days: 3-4 days 
Length of session(s): 60-75 
minutes 

Arts Focus: Writing, Speaking and Listen-

ing, Language 
Curriculum Focus:  Literacy 

Primary Learning Goal(s): 

(What should students learn during this residency, workshop, or performance?) 
 
Students will be able to identify the difference between poetry and prose and elements that make up a 

poem. 

Students will gain experience in how observation, critical analysis, and synthesis can help enhance 

their writing.  

Students will learn how to create individually and as part of a group. 

Students will learn tools and approaches to capture their feelings, emotions, and ideas down on paper 

and shape them into poetry. 

Students will have a deeper understanding of how figurative language is used in the crafting of a po-

em.  

Students will obtain tips on how to present their poetry to an audience. In addition, they will learn how 

the skill of oration translates to other aspects of public speaking. 

Connecting NC Essential Arts Standard 

Identify at least one NC Essential arts standards being 
addressed by the program and primary learning goal.  
 
English Language Arts 

W.9-10.3 

W.11-12.3 

SL.9-10.4 

SL.11-12.4 

L.9-10.5 

L.11-12.5 

Connecting Common Core State Standard(s) 

Identify at least one common core standards in math 
or language arts being addressed through your resi-
dency for the grade level specified above. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.2 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.4 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.6 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.7 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.4 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.7 

 

 
 

Connecting NC Essential Standard(s) 

Identify at least one NC Essential science, social studies, information & technology, healthful living, or world lan-
guages standards being addressed by the residency and primary learning goal. 
 
Healthful Living 

Mental and Emotional Health 

Durham Arts Council CAPS Teaching Artist Roster  

Poetry/Spoken Word Residency Lesson Plan 



 

 

6MEH.2 

6MEH.3 

Program Overview (Describe the activities you will present each day of the residency, or for the timeframe of 
the workshop/performance in order to develop participant understanding of the primary learning objective and the 
connecting arts and core curriculum standards. (Include approximate length of each activity). 

 

Day 1 

Introduction to each other & opening poem 

1. I will talk about what is poetry and what is spoken word. Emphasis will be put on the fact that 

spoken word is not a category of poem but a discipline that involves the intersection of a litera-

ture and performance. 

 

2. Quotes Remix: The goal is to talk about manipulation. This activity should convey that there 

is purpose in how things are constructed. It also talks addresses effective communication and 

how messages can be enhanced. It can also open the door for discussing syntax and diction 

(word placement and choice) depending on age of the participants.  This can be useful to also 

talk about interpretation. How does audience impact the creation of message? 

 

3.  55 word activity: This activity reinforces line manipulation and also introduces brevity. I al-

ways tell them that they have proven the ability to convey a complete thought and message in 

55 words. Any words after that is a choice. So they are responsible for the words they choose.  

This also allows me to talk about the role and importance of revision. If you only need 55, then 

you can cut, change, or rearrange the rest if needed to improve what you are writing.  

 

4. Sharing, feedback, and discussion 

 

Day 2 

Introduction to each other & opening poem 

1. The students will create an announcement for themselves as if they are being introduced at a 

major event. Then pass to a peer to read. This will allow for a conversation about delivery, pro-

jection, and tone.  

 

2. A discussion of the Art of Storytelling. What makes a good story (anecdote & moment of re-

flection). 6 word poem activity and how it helps get to the heart of the story. The importance of 

narrative stance (POV, tone, positionality). 

 

3. TS Elliot Objective Correlative activity: This teaches them about emoting. Emotion can be 

difficult to talk about. This activity can open the door. This activity can also be helpful in ad-

dressing the symbols around us and what they mean to different people.  

 

 

Day 3 

Introduction to each other & opening poem 

1. Performance Tips: Preparation, Projection, Presence, Pervade, and Punctuation 

 

2. What are collaborative pieces (poems performed by more than 1 poet at the same time)? Ex-

amples. 



 

 

 

3. Group Piece activity: Students will be given a short writing prompt. Then, students will be 

put into groups to combine their writing into a group poem and plan the performance of that 

poem. 

 

4. Group Piece performances 

 

Day 4 (optional) 

Introduction to each other & opening poem 

1. Sticky situation: The students will be asked to write story aspects on the back of sticky 

notes. Then the sticky notes will be selected randomly. Students will write a narrative poem 

based on aspects selected off of sticky notes 

 

2. Abstractions: Abstractions are ideas that are philosophical and emotional, not concrete or 

tangible. Our understanding of them comes from experience. This teaches them about abstrac-

tion. It is also an opportunity to introduce the “ Ladder of Abstraction”  which helps with show 

and not telling (important in poetry and prose). It reinforces the use of detail. This in turns rein-

forces attention to detail and builds critical thinking skills. 

 

 

 

Materials: List materials that will be required to conduct this program. 
Paper and pens, whiteboard 

Teacher Involvement Program Evaluation 

Teacher(s) role: Describe the role of the class-
room teacher before, during, and/or after the ses-
sions and activities.  
 

The teacher will let the students know I am 

coming, make sure that writing supplies and 

utensils are available, and help support stu-

dents as they complete the activities (some 

may need assistance with language, syntax, 

and diction). I am a visitor in the teacher’s 

space so I want to co-manage the space with 

the teacher.  

Evaluation Tool(s): Describe how you will evaluate your 
program’s success. Address at what points you will check 
in throughout the residency to determine student learning 
and participation levels. 
 
I will close by discussing with the students how they en-

joyed the workshop. I will have the students complete a 

short survey. I will follow up with the teacher to garner stu-

dent responses and comments through. I also will coordi-

nate with the teacher how the work completed will fit into 

their plans for the course and their evaluation guides.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher-Artist Orientation: Outline your orien-
tation checklist, including any questions, sugges-
tions, collaboration ideas and any information you 
will provide to teachers/staff as part of this program.  
 

I will ask the teacher what they have been 

working on when I am scheduled to visit. I will 

ask if there are objectives, themes, or subjects 

that would like for me to consider including or 

addressing with the activities. I can provide an 

outline of activities that will be completed in the 

workshop prior to the visit.  
 

Extension Activities: Describe the tools you will leave 
behind for teachers and staff to develop and implement 
after you have left the classroom. 
 
 

Resources: List resources consulted or used during the residency (books, DVD’s, music, web resources, and 
other supporting materials) 
Printed poem examples will be pulled from the internet (Poetry Foundation and Academy of American 

Poets) and poetry collections and shared from poets like Sarah Kay, Patricia Smith, Carl Hancock Rux, 

Suheir Hammad and Andrea Gibson. Button Poetry and Slamfind will be referenced for videos of po-

ems.  

Space Requirements: Classroom Technical Needs: AV 

Program Variations Available: Describe any flexibility in the program or other variations of the program of-
fered, etc.  
The workshop can be done in 3 or 4 days 

Additional Comments: n/a 

 


