
 

 

 
 

Program Title:  Speak Poet!: Poetry, Spo-
ken Word, and Expression 

Teaching Artist Name: Dasan Ahanu 

Grade Level: Grade 7-
8 

Maximum Student Participants: 20-25 Length of Program: 
Total Days: 1 
Length of session(s): 60-75 
minutes 

Arts Focus: Writing, Speaking and Listen-
ing 

Curriculum Focus:  Literacy 

Primary Learning Goal(s): 
(What should students learn during this residency, workshop, or performance?) 
 
Students will be able to identify the difference between poetry and prose and elements that make up a 
poem. 
Students will learn tools and approaches to capture their feelings, emotions, and ideas down on paper 
and shape them into poetry. 
Students will gain a deeper understanding of the elements of craft.  
Students will learn tips on how to effectively express their words to an audience.   
Students will learn how to encourage the expression of their classmates. 

Connecting NC Essential Arts Standard 
Identify at least one NC Essential arts standards being 
addressed by the program and primary learning goal.  
 
English Language Arts 
SL.7.3, SL.8.3 
SL.7.4, SL.8.4 
L.7.3, L.8.3 

Connecting Common Core State Standard(s) 
Identify at least one common core standards in math 
or language arts being addressed through your resi-
dency for the grade level specified above. 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.4 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.2 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.8.4 
 
 
 
 

Connecting NC Essential Standard(s) 
Identify at least one NC Essential science, social studies, information & technology, healthful living, or world lan-
guages standards being addressed by the residency and primary learning goal. 
 
Healthful Living 
Mental and Emotional Health 
6MEH.2 
6MEH.3 

Program Overview (Describe the activities you will present each day of the residency, or for the timeframe of 
the workshop/performance in order to develop participant understanding of the primary learning objective and the 
connecting arts and core curriculum standards. (Include approximate length of each activity). 

Durham Arts Council CAPS Teaching Artist Roster  
Poetry/Spoken Word Workshop Lesson Plan 



 

 

 
Introduction to each other & opening poem – 5 min 
 
1. Explanation of what poetry is and what spoken word is – 5 min 
2. Quotes Remix activity and sharing: Selected quotes are remade into poems through line 
breaks, edits/changes, and word additions. This reinforces the idea of poetry as written in 
verse and what that does for the way messages are delivered. – 15 min 
 
Description of how life experiences can be translated into poetry and poem – 5 min 
 
3.  55-word activity, discussion of poetic elements and sharing: Students are guided through 
activity where they respond to a prompt in 55 words. The structure is built in and allows them 
the freedom to just put down their thoughts. It shows them rhythm, pace, syntax, diction, and 
enjambment in practice – 20 min 
4. Performance activities: Tips on sharing their work will be given and practiced using the writ-
ing they have done. They will be shown how to think more about voice, presence, posture, and 
movement.  – 15 min 
5. Feedback and discussion (including students who have poetry they had already written) – 10 
min 
 
 
 
 

Materials: List materials that will be required to conduct this program. 
Paper and pens, whiteboard 

Teacher Involvement Program Evaluation 

Teacher(s) role: Describe the role of the class-
room teacher before, during, and/or after the ses-
sions and activities.  
 
The teacher will let the students know I am 
coming, make sure that writing supplies and 
utensils are available, and help support stu-
dents as they complete the activities (some 
may need assistance with language, syntax, 
and diction). I am a visitor in the teacher’s 
space so I want to co-manage the space with 
the teacher.  

Evaluation Tool(s): Describe how you will evaluate your 
program’s success. Address at what points you will check 
in throughout the residency to determine student learning 
and participation levels. 
 
I will close by discussing with the students how they en-
joyed the workshop. I will have the students complete a 
short survey. I will follow up with the teacher to garner stu-
dent responses and comments through. I also will coordi-
nate with the teacher how the work completed will fit into 
their plans for the course and their evaluation guides.   



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Teacher-Artist Orientation: Outline your orien-
tation checklist, including any questions, sugges-
tions, collaboration ideas and any information you 
will provide to teachers/staff as part of this program.  
 
I will ask the teacher what they have been 
working on when I am scheduled to visit. I will 
ask if there are objectives, themes, or subjects 
that would like for me to consider including or 
addressing with the activities. I can provide an 
outline of activities that will be completed in the 
workshop prior to the visit.  
 

Extension Activities: Describe the tools you will leave 
behind for teachers and staff to develop and implement 
after you have left the classroom. 
 
I have a teacher guide that includes activities that 
work well as an introduction of deeper dive into poet-
ry. I will provide that for the teacher.  
 

Resources: List resources consulted or used during the residency (books, DVD’s, music, web resources, and 
other supporting materials) 
Quotes will be pulled from historical figures, pop culture icons, and fictional characters.  

Space Requirements: Classroom Technical Needs: None 

Program Variations Available: Describe any flexibility in the program or other variations of the program of-
fered, etc.  
The workshop can be focused on a particular theme, subject, or issue 

Additional Comments: n/a 
 


