
 

 

 
 

Program Title: Shawms and Stories Teaching Artist Name: Forgotten Clefs 

Grade Level: K-5 Maximum Student Participants: 200 Length of Program: 30 
mins-1 hour 
Total Days: 
Length of session(s): 

Arts Focus: Music Curriculum Focus: Social Studies (History) 

Primary Learning Goal(s): 
(What should students learn during this residency, workshop, or performance?) 
 
Students learn about Renaissance music and history through a story that tells about events in fourteenth- 
through sixteenth-century events. Topics/themes include: knighting, battle, chivalry, music history, and musical 
instrument technology. 

Connecting NC Essential Arts Standard 
Identify at least one NC Essential arts standards being 
addressed by the program and primary learning goal.  
 

- The project covers Musical Response and Con-
textual Relevancy.  

- K.MR.1.2 – Students identify fast/slow, 
loud/soft, etc. contrasts in music during the pro-
ject introduction. 

- K.MR.1.3 – Students learn that music is per-
formed in concert halls, on the battle field, in 
church, and in other settings. 

- K.CR.1 – Students learn that music is used to 
move emotions: sad music when the knight 
dies, for example.  

Connecting Common Core State Standard(s) Identify 
at least one common core standards in math or lan-
guage arts being addressed through your residency for 
the grade level specified above. 
 

- From Speaking and Listening Standards 
(Grade 1): students participate in collaborative 
conversations with diverse partners; students 
build on others’ talk in conversations by re-
sponding to the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges. à We will utilize this dur-
ing class discussion following the perfor-
mance.  

 
 
 
 

Connecting NC Essential Standard(s) 
Identify at least one NC Essential science, social studies, information & technology, healthful living, or world lan-
guages standards being addressed by the residency and primary learning goal. 
Social Studies, grade 1-2: K.C.1  Explain the elements of culture (how people speak, how people dress, foods 
they eat, etc.). à We discuss Renaissance dress and knightly attire in connection to gender and class.  
 

Program Overview (Describe the activities you will present each day of the residency, or for the timeframe of 
the workshop/performance in order to develop participant understanding of the primary learning objective and the 
connecting arts and core curriculum standards. (Include approximate length of each activity). 

This is a 45-60 minute program, depending on the age group. For K-2, the 45 minute program 
includes three components: introduction, show, and interaction/questions. During the introduc-
tion (10 minutes), teaching artists introduce themselves and their instruments. We introduce 
loud/soft, fast/slow, high/low and ask the children to coordinate motions with these musical 
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terms. During the show (25 minutes), seven performers tell the story of a knight’s life through 
music and action. There are approximately 5 short pieces with acting in between. Performers 
wear costumes and use props including: knight armor, play sword and shield, flowers, head 
covering (princess), crown, and cape. The program concludes with interaction with students, 
who ask questions (5-10 minutes). Typically, students ask about: instruments, dress, music ca-
reers, armor, and battle.  
 

Materials: List materials that will be required to conduct this program. 
Forgotten Clefs will provide musical instruments, music, and music stands. It is helpful when schools 
provide a microphone for large spaces.  

Teacher Involvement Program Evaluation 

Teacher(s) role: Describe the role of the classroom 
teacher before, during, and/or after the sessions 
and activities.  
 
The teacher assembles students and monitors be-
havior. In shy classrooms, teachers encourage 
questions and can help clarify student ques-
tions/comments to teaching artists.  

Evaluation Tool(s): Describe how you will evaluate your 
program’s success. Address at what points you will check 
in throughout the residency to determine student learning 
and participation levels. 
 
The teacher fills out a survey which evaluates program ef-
fectiveness, accessibility issues (if applicable), and more.   

Teacher-Artist Orientation: Outline your orientation 
checklist, including any questions, suggestions, col-
laboration ideas and any information you will pro-
vide to teachers/staff as part of this program.  
 
Teachers are provided with the ensemble’s website, 
where there are tools for learning about the instru-
ments and music. Teachers are not required to in-
troduce the group ahead of time, but this can im-
prove student learning outcomes. 

Extension Activities: Describe the tools you will leave be-
hind for teachers and staff to develop and implement after 
you have left the classroom. 
 
 
We will leave a packet describing our instruments and de-
scriptions of events in the life of a knight. We will also 
leave a review sheet for teachers to review with students 
that review concepts: instrument names, clothing, and 
honor/chilvary. 
 

Resources: List resources consulted or used during the residency (books, DVD’s, music, web resources, and 
other supporting materials) 
Forgotten Clefs publishes and performs from our own editions; the artistic director compiles these from original 
Medieval and Renaissance sources. We consult online encyclopedias about social conduct in the Renaissance, 
ancient concepts of war, and general music history. 

Space Requirements:  
We prefer to perform on a stage, but we 
have done the program for smaller audi-
ences in classrooms.  

Technical Needs: 
For a large space, we require amplification (mi-
crophone).  

Program Variations Available: Describe any flexibility in the program or other variations of the program of-
fered, etc.  
Yes. This program can be altered for upper-grade students as well as adults. The adult program is our “Days of 
the Knights” concert. This concert also goes through events in the life of a Renaissance knight, but we focus 
more one music than context in the concert. The five sections of the concert are: piety, love, battle, death, vic-
tory. 
 



 

 

 

Additional Comments: 
Note: this program involves 7 performers. 4 of these performers are in Durham and neighboring state, Virginia. 
Forgotten Clefs will pay for travel for performers outside of North Carolina and Virginia. We aim to present this 
project several times in a week to make this sustainable for us. We hope to coordinate this with other activities in 
the area.  
 
See also our other programs, which do not necessarily involve players from out of state. We are able to present 
more programs as well, that have from one to four NC/VA performers. Please contact the director of outreach, 
Sarah Huebsch Schilling, for more information: sehuebsch@gmail.com or forgottenclefs@gmail.com  


