
 

 

 
 
 

 
Program Title: Seeing You, Seeing Me - Literacy 
Through Photography 

Teaching Artist Name: Marthanna Yater 

Grades 3-6 Maximum Student Participants:8 
Team teachers/myself and Melissa 
Rooney/Writer, Children’s Author 
1:4 Student/Teacher ratio  

Length of Pro-
gram: 
Total Days: 
Length of ses-
sion(s):45-90 
minutes 

Arts Focus: 
Multidisciplinary Arts through photography and 
writing. 

Curriculum Focus: 
Perception, technique and self-discovery 

Primary Learning Goal(s):(What should students learn during this residency, workshop, or perfor-
mance?) 
How to read a photograph. Planning and making photography of self, family, friends, and environment 
to help understand themselves and each other. Writing about their discoveries. Brainstorming. Learning 
how to download and print a photo from their SD memory cards. Editing, critiquing. Creating a 
zine/booklet/book. Presenting a collective vision. Planning and preparing an exhibition of their work for 
an audience. 

Connecting NC Essential Arts Standard 
 
VISUAL ARTS - Conceptualize ideas 
Development of creative ideas 
Complete work 
Artistic interpretation 
 
Participants will learn to read a photograph,  learn composition 
and how to take photographs with provided point and shoot cam-
eras. They will be encouraged to take a series of self-portraits to 
become more aware of self. Also images taken of friends, family 
and their environment will help them understand others in a new 
light.  
Exploring IDENTITY 
 
Identify at least one NC Essential arts standards being addressed 
by the program and primary learning goal.  

Connecting Common Core State 
Standard(s) 
 
Language Arts and Literacy through-
photographic art - creative writing. 
Learning to read and write by doing 
and creating their own works of art. 
Communicating - Telling their own 
stories.  
 
 Identify at least one common core stand-
ards in math or language arts being ad-
dressed through your residency for the 
grade level specified above. 
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Connecting NC Essential Standard(s) 
 
Working with digital cameras and printers will enhance the understanding of technology. Working to gain under-
standing of each other will enhance social skills. 
 
 
Identify at least one NC Essential science, social studies, information & technology, healthful living, or world lan-
guages standards being addressed by the residency and primary learning goal. 

 

Program Overview (Describe the activities you will present each day of the residency, or for the timeframe of 
the workshop/performance in order to develop participant understanding of the primary learning objective and 
the connecting arts and core curriculum standards. (Include approximate length of each activity). 
 
Learning how to use a point and shoot digital camera 
Photography and writing projects help establish a respectful classroom environment by learning more about 
each others lives and respecting individuals. 
Taking self-portraits and portraits of others to observe details and understand personalities.  
Students will take photos of their hands or feet or shoes or face and create a story of the importance of each 
part of themselves making the whole being. 
Storytelling and creative writing from the stories within their images.  
Making of a zine, their illustrations and stories in a booklet/book and creating an exhibition of their imagery and 
stories.  
For the more shy individuals, images and written words are less intimidating that speaking.  

 

Materials: List materials that will be required to conduct this program. 

Point and shoot cameras, SD memory cards, batteries, portable printer, printer paper, paper for color 
copies, access to a color copier, stapler, screen, pens and pencils, markers, computer, external hard 
drive, card reader, table and chairs for 12. Possible t-shirts for children with info printed about THEM.  

Teacher Involvement Program Evaluation 

Teacher(s) role: Describe the role of the classroom 
teacher before, during, and/or after the sessions and activi-
ties.  
Role prior - prepare all equipment, supplies and plans 
for 12 students.  
Guide students through each step of planned guide for 
creating images and telling their stories through im-
agery, written word and drawings.  
Prepare for display of students work. 
  

Evaluation Tool(s): Describe how you will 
evaluate your program’s success. Address at 
what points you will check in throughout the resi-
dency to determine student learning and partici-
pation levels. 

This is a hands on class and both instructors 
will be working directly with the children 
each class. We may split groups at times for 
writing and photo projects, but there will be 
two instructors to work with individuals in 
each class. 



 

 

Teacher-Artist Orientation: Outline your orientation 
checklist, including any questions, suggestions, collaboration 
ideas and any information you will provide to teachers/staff 
as part of this program.  
 
Curriculum outline 
Examples 
Explanation of class design 
 
 
 

 

Extension Activities: Describe the tools you 
will leave behind for teachers and staff to de-
velop and implement after you have left the 
classroom. 
 
Photographs, zines and installation. The children 
will have acquired new skills and can share their 
knowledge with others.  
 

 

Resources: List resources consulted or used during the residency (books, DVD’s, music, web resources, and 
other supporting materials) 

Literacy and Justice Through Photography - Wendy Ewald, Katherine Hyde, Lisa Lord 
The Best Part of Me - Wendy Ewald 
Portraits and Dreams - Wendy Ewald 
I Wanna Take Me A Picture - Wendy Ewald 
Focus on Photography - A Curriculum Guide - Cynthia Way - International Center of Photography, 
NY 
Studied Literacy Through Photography with Katherine Hyde at Duke 

Space Requirements:  
Class room that can accommodate 8 students, two 
instructors, large long table and chairs.  

Technical Needs: 
Laptop computer/card reader 
Cable to connect computer to screen 
Electrical outlets  
Camera/reader/printer/extension cord/s 

Program Variations Available: Describe any flexibility in the program or other variations of the program of-
fered, etc.  

More concentration in photography and writing skill specifically. 

Additional Comments: 

 
 
 
 
 


