
 

 

 
 

Program Title:  
Empowering Speech Acts: 
Building Community through Story Sharing 

Teaching Artist Name:  
Dr. Milbre Burch 

Grade Level: 9-12 
 

Maximum Student Participants: 24/class Length of Program: 
Total Days: 5 days (with 7 
day option) 
Length of session(s): 45 
minutes 

Arts Focus: Storytelling Curriculum Focus: English Language Arts (Story-
telling/Public Speaking) and Social Studies (Civil 
Discourse and Character Education) 

Primary Learning Goal(s): 
(What should students learn during this residency, workshop, or performance?) 

1. To engage student participation in a supportive learning cohort to develop their storytelling/pub-
lic speaking skills. 

2. To model how to reach respectfully across culturally-constructed boundaries, to listen authenti-
cally to others and to share positive stories about the self in relationship to people perceived to 
be unlike the speaker. 

3. To introduce students to public speaking terms: speech act, hook, clincher, logos, ethos and 
pathos. 

4. To enhance students’ ability to write, revise and learn to present an effective, short (300-word), 
personal narrative that captures (hooks) listeners and leaves them thinking about what has 
been said (clincher). 

5. To help students become aware of body language as a part of human communication. 
6. To encourage students to use visuals that aid in the telling of their stories. 
7. To provide an opportunity for students to share their stories as an ensemble in the classroom. 
8. To provide an opportunity for students to share their stories as an ensemble in the community 

(optional). 
 

Connecting NC Essential Arts Standard 
Identify at least one NC Essential arts standards being 
addressed by the program and primary learning goal.  
 
Theatre Arts 
 
B.C.1 
B.C.2 
B.CU.1.1 
 
I.C.1.1 
I.C.1.2 
I.CU.1.1 
 
P.C.1.1 

Connecting Common Core State Standard(s) 
Identify at least one common core standards in math 
or language arts being addressed through your resi-
dency for the grade level specified above. 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL9-10.1 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL9-10.1.B 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL9-10.1.D 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL9-10.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL9-10.5 
 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL11-12.1 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL11-12.1.B 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL11-12.1.D 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL11-12.4 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL11-12.5 
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P.C.1.2 
P.C.1.3 
 
A.C.1.1 
A.C.1.2 
A.C.1.3 
A.CU.1.1 

 
 
 
 

 

Connecting NC Essential Standard(s) 
Identify at least one NC Essential science, social studies, information & technology, healthful living, or world lan-
guages standards being addressed by the residency and primary learning goal. 
 
Social Studies Elective: American Humanities Seminar 
 
12.C.1.3 
 
Social Studies Elective: Twentieth Century Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 
 
12.C.1.1 
12.C.1.2 
 
Social Studies Elective: Sociology 
 
12.C.1.3 
12.C.2.2 
 

Program Overview (Describe the activities you will present each day of the residency, or for the timeframe of 
the workshop/performance in order to develop participant understanding of the primary learning objective and the 
connecting arts and core curriculum standards. (Include approximate length of each activity). 

 
First Session (45 minutes): 
 
Artist introduces theme for this residency – Empowering Speech Acts: Building Community through 
Story Sharing and explains how the theme intersects with the motivation and ability to reach respect-
fully across culturally-constructed boundaries, to listen authentically to others and to share positive sto-
ries about the self in relationship to people perceived to be unlike the speaker. (10 minutes) 
 
Artist models two, short personal narratives with a hook and clincher. (10 minutes) 
 
Students learn terms (speech act, hook, clincher, ensemble, body language). (5 minutes) 
 
Students help Artist craft the ground rules for their story circle cohort to follow. (10 minutes) 
 
Students screen two, short digital samples of personal narratives with and without visuals. (10 
minutes) 
 



 

 

Homework: Assignment #1: Students write the first draft of their personal story in three sentences, im-
agining and describing three slides to help tell that story. Due in second session. 
 
Second Session (45 minutes): 
 
Students turn in completed Assignment #1: three sentences and descriptions of three imagined slides. 
(1 minute) 
 
Artist leads discussion about student’s discoveries in trying to tell a story in three sentences and what 
kinds of images they imagined would enhance their stories. (15 minutes) 
 
Artist provides “clickers” for Imaginary Slide Show Game, and in small groups, students use “clickers” 
in Imaginary Slide Show Game using Three Sentence Stories/Three Slides “selected” to aid in the tell-
ing of their tales. Teacher and Artist “float” around room to check on participants in small groups. Artist 
collects clickers afterward. (24 minutes) 
 
Students reflect on Game and what they learned about their stories and their imagined visuals and 
their body language in their presentations. (5 minutes) 
 
Homework: Assignment # 2: Revise and expand your story (limit three hundred words). Due in third 
session. 
 
Third Session (45 minutes): 
 
Students turn in Assignment #2. (1 minute) 
 
Artist explains today’s exercise as student form small groups of four. Artist and Teacher will “float” 
around the room to check on participants in small groups. Each student is assigned a letter: A,B,C, or 
D. (2 minutes) 
 
Artist times the first rounds (3 minutes each x four stories): Student A practices intentional listening to 
the story of student B. Then A tells B’s story back to her/him. Next, student B listens to story of student 
A. Then B tells A’s story back to her/him.  
 
Student C and D do this telling/listening exchange at the same time. (12 minutes for round one.) 
 
Then, Artist times (3 minutes each x four stories) as Student D pairs up with A and Student C pairs up 
with B for another round of partner telling, listening and then retelling. (12 minutes for round two.) 
 
Students reflect on hearing back the story their two partners heard them tell and what relationship the 
heard stories had to the one the teller thought she/he was telling. (10 minutes) 
 
Artist demonstrates use of an object to help tell a story.(5 minutes) 
 
Students sign up to tell in Group 1 (fourth session) or Group 2 (fifth session) (3 minutes) 
 
Homework: Assignment #3: Revise your three-hundred-word story for spoken word presentation. Stu-
dents must choose and practice with a visual aid, that is, an object that relates to their story, or (if tech-
nology is available) create and practice with a three-slide power point presentation to play while they 
tell. Due in fourth/fifth sessions, depending on the Group they have signed-up for.  
 
Fourth Session (45 minutes): 



 

 

Group 1 students will showcase their spoken-word narratives in the classroom, using object or 3-slide 
power point as visual aid. (35 minutes) 
 
Artist will model short affirmations for tellers’ efforts. (5 minutes) 
 
Artist introduces the written affirmation option following final performances, explaining that the affirma-
tions will be handed in to Teacher for vetting and dissemination to speakers.  
 
Storytellers may choose to receive written affirmations from classmates. Listeners begin to write their 
affirmations. (5 minutes) 
 
Note: By next class, listeners will have written out their affirmations on 3x5 cards provided by Teacher 
who collects them for vetting and dissemination to Group 1 speakers. Artist requests copies of sam-
pling of these. 
 
Fifth Session (45 minutes):  
 
Group 2 students will showcase their spoken-word narratives in the classroom using object or 3-slide 
power point as visual aid. (35 minutes) 
 
Artist will model short affirmations for tellers’ efforts. (5 minutes) 
 
Artist introduces the written affirmation option following final performances, explaining that the affirma-
tions will be handed in to Teacher for vetting and dissemination to speakers.  
 
Storytellers may choose to receive written affirmations from classmates. Listeners begin to write their 
affirmations. (5 minutes) 
 
Note: By next class, listeners will write out their affirmations on 3x5 cards provided by Teacher who 
collects them for vetting and dissemination to Group 2 speakers. Artist request copies of sampling of 
these. 
 
Optional Sixth and Seventh Sessions (45-75 minutes each): 
 
Sixth Session: Artist will return to the classroom to work with interested students to prepare a public 
performance of their stories, staged in a community setting. (45-75 minutes) 
 
Seventh Session, Artist will return to emcee the public performance, staged in a community setting. 
(45-75 minutes) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials: List materials that will be required to conduct this program. 
 
If computers are unavailable to the students, then paper and writing instruments will be needed in Ses-
sions One, Two and Three and afterward for revisions in class or at home. 
 
Three x Five cards for writing classmate affirmations during Fourth and Fifth Sessions. 



 

 

Teacher Involvement Program Evaluation 

Teacher(s) role: Describe the role of the class-
room teacher before, during, and/or after the 
sessions and activities.  
 
Before: 
 
Artist and Teacher will meet for orientation ses-
sion so that they can brainstorm appropriate 
support strategies for the students’ efforts. 
 
Teacher is encouraged to preview and then 
play these recorded stories by Milbre Burch for 
classes prior to the start of the residency: 
 
Grades 9-10th: 
 
“Who Knows What Children Make of These 
Things” (10:35) 
 
http://racebridgesstudio.com/who-knows-what-
children-make-of-these-things/  
 
Grades 11-12th: 
 
“Tales – and Conversations – Beyond the Ban” 
(6:49) 
 
http://racebridgesstudio.com/tales-and-conver-
sations-from-beyond-the-ban/ 
 
During: 
 
Artist and Teacher will float among the small 
groups during Sessions Two and Three, offer-
ing assistance and/or accountability to mem-
bers of small group members telling stories. 
 
Teachers will collect students’ written affirma-
tions to one another for vetting and dissemina-
tion to speakers. Artist requests sample copies 
of these. 
 
After: 
 
Teacher may wish to work with students on a 
self-publishing project to disseminate their per-
sonal narratives as a chap book. Artist re-
quests a copy and also suggests that one be 

Evaluation Tool(s): Describe how you will evaluate your 
program’s success. Address at what points you will check 
in throughout the residency to determine student learning 
and participation levels. 

 
Evaluation Benchmarks include: 
 
Student Participation in exercises, small group or 
partner work during Sessions 1, 2, 3. 
 
Student Completion of Assignments #1, #2, #3. 
 
Student Performance Participation in Groups 1 and 2. 
 
Student Written Affirmations following Performances. 
 
Student Participation in Class Chapbook (optional). 
 
Student Performance Participation as Ensemble in 
Community Setting (optional). 



 

 

placed in the school’s media center. Upon re-
quest, Artist will return for chapbook “publica-
tion party” (optional). 
 
Teach may wish to support two extra sessions 
with Artist to prepare for and implement a com-
munity performance of student stories (op-
tional). 
 

Teacher-Artist Orientation: Outline your orien-
tation checklist, including any questions, sug-
gestions, collaboration ideas and any infor-
mation you will provide to teachers/staff as part 
of this program.  
 

1. Meet with Teachers to enroll their sup-
port for creating an effective ensem-
ble/learning cohort for this personal sto-
rytelling/public speaking project. 
 

2. View classrooms and make alternate 
plans for use of technology or space as 
needed. 
 

3. Interview Teachers regarding the partic-
ular classroom culture of each group, 
the communication skill levels of the 
students and any special needs adapta-
tions that may be required. 
 

4. Invite Teachers’ input for the kinds of 
stories that would build community in 
her/his particular class/school/neighbor-
hood. 
 

5. Address any classroom management 
concerns Teachers may have and 
brainstorm shared strategies for over-
coming any challenges. 
 

6. Discuss extended learning option of 
publishing a chapbook of the stories for 
each student, the Artist  and the 
school’s media center. 
 

7. Discuss extended learning option of 
Artist returning to rehearse and present 
the student storytelling ensemble in a 
performance in the community. 
 

8. Brainstorm logistics for convenient 
dates/times, venues and permissions to 

Extension Activities: Describe the tools you will leave 
behind for teachers and staff to develop and implement af-
ter you have left the classroom. 
 
Artist will provide samples of self-published chap-
books if the Teachers and students wish to pursue a 
publication of their stories following the residency (op-
tional).  
 
Following the residency, Teachers are encouraged to 
work with students to self-publish their personal sto-
ries as a chapbook so that everyone in the class can 
have a copy of all of the stories. Artist requests a 
copy of the chapbook and recommends depositing 
one in the school’s media center. Artist would happily 
return for  a “publication party” to celebrate the stu-
dents and Teachers achievements. 
 
Artist also offers an option for Sixth and Seventh Ses-
sions:  
 
In the optional Sixth Session, Artist will return for a 
single (45-75 minute) session to stage and rehearse 
students to perform their stories as an ensemble in a 
community setting. Date/time, venue and permissions 
to be arranged through the school administration. 
 
In the optional Seventh Session, Artist will return for a 
single (45-75 minute) session to emcee while stu-
dents perform their stories as an ensemble in a com-
munity setting. 
 
 



 

 

hold a community event so that those 
details can be pinned down during the 
residency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resources: List resources consulted or used during the residency (books, DVD’s, music, web resources, and 
other supporting materials) 

 
“Get Oot of the Boot” from In the Family Way: Generations of Stories, Milbre Burch CD on Kind Crone 
Productions label. 
 
“Who Knows What Children Make of These Things” RaceBridges Studio website 
http://racebridgesstudio.com/who-knows-what-children-make-of-these-things/  
 
Discussion Questions available on the site. 
 
“Tales – and Conversations – From Beyond the Ban” RaceBridges Studio website 
http://racebridgesstudio.com/tales-and-conversations-from-beyond-the-ban/ 
 
Discussion Questions available on the site. 
 
“Lost and Found” Digital Story by Milbre Burch, made at the StoryCenter in Berkeley, CA 
 

Space Requirements:  
 
An ideal space would include a classroom with 
chairs/desks that can be shifted into small 
group circles or moved to form an open space 
for students when they are up on their feet and 
to create a performance area with chairs ar-
ranged in theatre seating style for final perfor-
mances. Final school performances could also 
take place in a different space if Teacher and 
students wished to invite other listeners.   

Technical Needs: 
 
A Screen and Projector in the classroom space. 
 
Also, students will need access to a computer to 
compose and print out their story drafts and (if they 
choose) to create a power point presentation to ac-
company their stories. 
 
If a screen and projector and computers are unavaila-
ble to students, residency content delivery will be ad-
justed. 

Program Variations Available: Describe any flexibility in the program or other variations of the program of-
fered, etc.  

 
If a screen and projector are not available, Artist will eliminate the screening of sample stories in the 
first session and the optional use of power point in final presentations. If computers are not available, 
students will need to turn in three, legible, hand-written drafts of their stories during sessions. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Comments: 
 


